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Paula Gross is the associate director of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte Botanical Gardens.

Root hairs are microscopic 
and are located just above the 
root tip. Each hair absorbs water 
into the core of the root. 

Replant in a hole that 
is big enough and deep 
enough so that the roots can 
all be pointed downward and 
spread out evenly without 
bunching or coiling.

After being dug out 
of the ground, a plant 
loses most, if not all, of 
its invaluable root hairs. 

•  a  closer look at div is ion  •

When a knife slices 
through the root 
system, most plants 
send out a wound signal 
to help protect the plant 
from potential infection 
and disease. 
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